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Dennis with the ever present cheerful smile we’ve come to know and love! 

Editor‟s Note: 
The end of 2011 for the SDAMC went out with a bang!  A rained out Hansen Dam ride, and  two 

Motorcycle/Asphalt  engagements ( Dennis and a wayward cager merging onto the freeway and ) 
left the membership somewhat intact.  

Sadly enough, there are no Christmas Party photos this year due to a technical malfunction on the 
Club Photographer‟s equipment (Donna forgot her camera!) but never fear: those of you who have 
great photos and think they belong somewhere in a future Herald are more than welcome to email 

them to me, or bring „em in during one of our meetings.  
This issue, tardy as it is, will mostly consist of the photos for our End of Year ride, the Hanson Rain-
out,  and our ever-present “around the membership” interviewer Marc LeMeiux, who‟s got a great 
piece on Bruce Barker.  Our  first 2012 issue will introduce you to our new board, and have a few 

good tales in it.  
Enjoy, and as usual, if you have a story, don‟t be shy: tell it, and we‟ll publish it!  

Cheers, 

SDAMC End of the year Issue: 
Merry Christmas!  
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SDAMC Officers 

 

President: 

Virgil Foreman  858-279-7117 
vmforeman@aol.com 

 

Vice President: 

Vacant 

Secretary: 

Gordon Clark Sr. 619-482-6700 
4gordon@cox.net 

 

Treasurer/Membership: 

  Rick Calou       858-200-7640 
rcalou@san.rr.net 

 

SDAMC  

Board of Directors: 

 Gordon Clark Jr.  619-218-5801 
sharksurfdude@aol.com 

Marc LeMieux 619-787-5343     
  lemieuxmc@yahoo.com 

 

Editorial Staff: 

Kurt Kohanowich 619-578-1960 

kmkahuna@gmail.com 

 

Club Photographer:     Donna Schmidt 

 

SDAMC Mailing Address: 
 
SDAMC  
P.O.Box. 178197 
San Diego, Ca. 92177 

Monthly Meetings 
Are held at: 

Giovanni’s Restaurant 
9353 Clairemont Mesa Blvd., San Diego 

(the corner of Clairemont Mesa Blvd and Ruffin 
Rd.) 
On 

The Second Monday of Each Month 
At 7:00 p.m. 

 

Arrive early and join us for dinner! 

Herald Policies & Editorial Statement 

   The Herald Newsletter promises to provide an interesting forum for all an-
tique, vintage, and classic motorcycle related information and will attempt to 
do so in a timely manner. The Herald is currently published on a quarterly 
basis. Any member can contribute, and are encouraged.  

   As your volunteer editorial staff, we need other members to help by provid-
ing items from time to time.  We have a large club membership base with a 
varied interest in all aspects of motorcycling and, as such, we all have stories 
to tell.  

 We hope to hear from the garages, sheds, and shops of the membership.  
This publication will remain viable only with the help and consideration of all.  
Email your editor directly, or any board member. We look forward to publish-
ing your stories! 

SDAMC Charter 

The San Diego Antique Motorcycle Club is a non-profit mutual benefit corporation organized and dedicated 
to the preservation of antique motorcycles, and in furtherance of such purposes, the sponsorship of antique 
motorcycle rides, exhibitions and related activities, and the encouragement of social, fraternal and educa-
tional activities among its members and the public, with membership open to all persons having an interest 
in antique motorcycles. 

Editorial Disclaimer 

The ideas and thoughts expressed in this newsletter reflect only the views of its editors  and contributors. If you have 
any suggestions to improve the appearance, content or any other part the Herald, please let us know. One of the 

benefits of our club is our collective experience, our passion of motorcycles and our individual ideas. Share it with the 
club: then we all learn. 

  Please send your contributions to any of the editors listed above. 
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Events 
 

 

TBD 

 

(Check out the website for current 2012 Events, and look for the new Herald in 

March!) 

Table O’ Contents: 
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November: Hansen Dam Ride rain out!       8 
Member Spotlight: Bruce Barker        9 
Club  Membership Application         11 
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Yesterday, Today, and Tomorrow. 
 

As my time as your SDAMC president comes to an end, my mind 

starts to wander over the last three years that I was at the helm of 

our club.  Most of the changes to the club’s operations have taken 

place behind the scenes, but none the less needed. 

 

The board of directors consists of nine seated positions. In the early 

days there were only four positions that had any responsibility, 

President, Vice President, Treasurer and Secretary. Now all of the 

new positions, Membership Director, Social Director, Herald Edi-

tor, and 2 Ride Route Captains, have duties to perform throughout  

their terms (3 years) as described in the newly developed responsi-

bility outline. I believe this outline gives meaning and a sense of 

pride and purpose to our club’s board of directors. Please remem-

ber, your governing board of directors is made up of volunteers who have families and careers to manage, 

yet donate valuable time to manage our club. 

 

The club’s Calendar is something many of the new members take for granted; however, up until a few years 

ago there wasn’t one. The rule of the day back then was to call on a Friday night and plan a ride for Satur-

day morning. Now the Calendar of Events is the first agenda item when planning for the New Year. 

Our beloved Herald has gone through a few changes since the early 90’s. Back then issues came out once a 

month! What a tremendous amount of work that must have been. I talked to Joe Michaud about his time as 

the editor, and he said it was a non- stop job to push out new editions ever four weeks. There was a time at 

the beginning of 2000 that the Herald almost died out altogether, which would have been a shame since this 

is one aspect of our club that sets us apart from other San Diego M/C clubs. Now we have a Herald that has 

stepped out from an early grave to a quarterly issue with outstanding motorcycle stories and photos of our 

scheduled rides and events. Don’t miss out on the next issue. 

 

When I first joined this club, monthly general meetings consisted of nine board members and three or four 

members in attendance. The best thing we did to correct the lack of attending members was to move from 

the Automotive Museum to a location that would allow us to have a dinner meeting. Sure this sounds easy; 

however, Nina Pacelli and I can tell you it took months to find somewhere that was large enough, or had our 

long time second Monday open, or didn’t want a fee for the meeting room. Now our general meeting atten-

dance has grown to an average of 25 members. 

 

The tomorrow aspect in this article is membership retention and growth; in my mind this should be para-

mount. Without new members with fresh ideas the longevity of our club will die out, just ask any Neander-

thal you meet. I believe the new board will look for ways of getting the SDAMC out in front of the motor-

cycling community, such as getting involved with other club rallies and social events. We have actually be-

gun making strides in this direction over the last couple of years with the Ton-Up group and the BMW Air-

head Club. 

 

So- in this my last few days as your President-I thank you for the many opportunities you have given me to 

lead our club. I trust that in that service you find some things worthy; as for the rest of it, I know you will 

find ways to improve our club’s performance in the future. 

It’s been an honor and a pleasure. 

Virgil Foreman 

From the Prez. 
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End of the Year Ride:  
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October: Del Mar Concourse D’ Elegance  



7 

Airhead Tech Day (October Barley Therapy! 



8 

November: Hansen Dam Ride: Rained Out!  
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10 questions with Bruce Barker 
(The tall good looking guy!) 

 

Q. When did you first start riding motorcycles? 
A. 1957, a BUG Engineering mini bike that took quite a 
while to put together.  We would buy one part at a time 
until we got it all assembled, it had a 1hp Briggs cast 
iron engine and those little aluminum go kart wheels. 
 
Q.  When did you know you were hooked? 
A.  Late 1950‟s after fooling around with the minibike 
for a bit. 
 
Q.  What was your first bike? 
A.  My first real motorcycle was a BSA B31 350cc.  We 
got up early and walked from La Mesa to SDSU to get 
it from a staff member.  Paid him $50 bucks and 
dragged it home in a little red wagon (in pieces) that 
was a long day!  Took about a year to get it running 
(and learned a lot in the process), it had a 4 speed, iron 
barrel, rigid tail, telescopic forks. 
 
Q. Where did you grow up? 
A.  La Mesa, on Mt Helix.  The house was built in 1947, 
there were only about 4 houses up there.  It was pretty 
much out in the country with lemon groves and such. I 
graduated from Grossmont High School. (The old stone 
building that looks like a medieval castle? Marc) Yeah, 
it was old then when I did my time! 
 
Q.  How long have you been in SDAMC? 
A.  I first tried to join about 2005, but the paperwork got 
lost or something.  About 4 years now I guess, I‟ve 
known of the club since the 80‟s but only really started 
coming to the meetings regularly in the recent past. 
 
Q. What bikes do you own currently? 
A. 1969 T120 Bonneville and a 1984 iron head Sportster.  The Sportster was a gift from a friend 
after I helped out with a charity build and cross country ride to raise money for veterans. 
 
Q. Crashes? 
A.  Well, I started out wanting to be a flat track racer and I was going at a pretty good clip on a 
Gold Star into the first turn at Speedway 117 up by Brown Field.  My brother kind of screwed up 
and ran into me, which caused me to high-side over the wall.  Fortunately there were some large 
rocks there to prevent me from bouncing all the way to Mexico, but they pretty much demolished 
the bike and cost me a few broken bones.  I was lucky that my boss at San Diego Spring and 

Member Spotlight: 

Bruce Barker 
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Brake let me do some light work for a while instead of just firing me. This racing incident caused 
me to consider the importance of being able to get up and go to work on Monday morning, so I 
decided that I would rather be a race bike mechanic instead of a race bike rider! 
 
Q. So you didn‟t just tough it out like Jim Rice with a bloody bandanna tied across your face? 
A. Funny story there, I was actually standing next to the camera man at the Sacramento Mile 
when they were filming that part of On Any Sunday.  I had been doing some work on a race bike 
at C.R. Axtells shop in Pasadena and everybody else was too tired to drive up to Sacramento, so I 
drove all night to get the bike up there and watched the race. 
 
Q. Close calls? 
A. I don‟t actually ride too much on the street, but a while ago a guy ran a stop sign and gave me 
a moment. 
 
Q. What is your favorite classic bike? 
A.  1969 T120r Triumph Bonneville, it‟s just such an icon.  The sound, the power, the look, that 
bike just has it all! 
 
Q. If you could only have one bike, what would it be? 
A. My T-120. The Gold Star was pretty cool, but the Bonneville is the bike that just does it for me. 
 
Q. What is your favorite piece of gear and why? 
A. I‟m not really a jacket, boots or accesory kind of guy. I have a lot of motorcycle parts that have 
great stories. Personal gear, I would say my old helmet, a Bell Magnum that I have on a shelf in 
the garage somewhere… brings back a lot of memories. 
 
Q. Is there anything that you simply must have with you when you go for a ride? 
A.  My wallet, with some money in it! 
 
Q. Any closing thoughts, pearls of wisdom? 
A. I just love motorcycles, they have been so important in my life.  Even my career as an aircraft 

machinist came from making bike parts and starting my own small shop.  I was just lucky that it all 

worked out… back in 1984 I applied as a machinist at PSA, got hired, and got the chance to learn 

all about CNC machining and programming.  Later on PSA got bought out by US Air and even 

though I had to fly back and forth to St Louis practically every week (I still can’t get my head 

around this! Marc) it was a great opportunity and has enabled me to support my family doing a job 

that I really enjoyed. 

Member Spotlight: 

Bruce Barker (cont) 



11 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Purpose of Club 
The San Diego Antique Motorcycle Club is a non-profit mutual benefit corporation organized and dedicated 

to the preservation of antique motorcycles, and in furtherance of such purposes, the sponsorship of antique 

motorcycle rides, exhibitions and related activities, and the encouragement of social, fraternal and educa-

tional activities among its members and the public, with membership open to all persons having an interest 

in antique motorcycles. 
 

NAME: ___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

SIGNIFICANT OTHER: __________________________________________________________________________ 

 

ADDRESS: _______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

CITY : _____________________________________   STATE:  ______   ZIP: _______________ 
 

PHONE  (H) ____________________  (W)  _____________________   (C )  ___________________ 
 

E-MAIL ADDRESS: ______________________________________  (FAX) ___________________ 
 

May we include your name, phone numbers and e-mail address in our Club Roster sent only to 

SDAMC members?  
 

              YES                 NO        NOTE: HOME ADDRESS IS EXCLUDED 

 

Note:  THIS IS A RELEASE OF LIABILITY.  DO NOT SIGN UNLESS YOU HAVE READ AND UNDERSTAND THIS 

RELEASE.  The San Diego Antique Motorcycle Club, Inc. hereafter referred to as SDAMC, Inc, the board of directors and 

members shall not be liable or responsible for damage to property or any injury to persons, including myself, during any 

SDAMC, Inc. meeting, activity, or event even where the damage or injury is caused by negligence (except willful neglect).  I 

understand and agree that all SDAMC, Inc. members and their guests participate voluntarily and at their own risk in all SDAMC, 

Inc. meetings, activities, and events.  I RELEASE and hold SDAMC, Inc. its board of directors and members harmless for any 

injury or loss to my person or property which may result there from.  I understand this means I agree not to sue SDAMC, Inc, its 

board of directors or members for any injury resulting to myself or my property in connection with any SDAMC, Inc. meeting, 

activity or event. 
 

Applicant’s Signature:  ____________________________________________  Date: ________________ 

 

Annual dues are $25.  Please make checks payable to SDAMC 
Mail Application to:    

SDAMC  

P.O.Box. 178197 

San Diego, Ca. 92177 

 

Membership Application 

 

San Diego 

Antique 

Motorcycle Club 


